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DO YOU USE THE INTERNET
OR A SMART PHONE?

DDid you ever wonddeeeer who came up with that great
game App you lloove to play or who came up with
the idea for tthhat social mmmedia site you are always
browsing? TThat cooouuullld be YOU with the right
training aannd hard wwooork.

CAMBRIA-ROWE IS OFFERING TWO
TECHNOLOGY DEGREE PROGRAMS

WEB DEVELOPMENT
APP DESIGN &
DEVELOPMENT

New Classesss Begin in DecemberNew Classesss Begin in December

For additional information visit CRBCtechnology.com or
call 1-800-New-Career or 814-262-5449
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DR. ALBERT K. 
MALL How a doctor 
saved the chamber 
music series – B1

SPORTS
ATHLETE OF 
THE WEEK: 
Abbey Richards from 
Forest Hills H.S. – C1

COLUMNS
NICK JACOBS: 
Open Minds and Open 
Hearts – A3

Free Publication

WEEKLY
RECIPE WINNER

TEENA PETRUS – A6

By CODY MCDEVITT
codym@dailyamerican.com

hen was a time of bustle and industry. Now is 
a time of nostalgia and depression. Then was 
an era of pride in the community, of what it 
meant to the country. Now is a time when 

people painfully remember what was, and may 
never be again. 

Then there was no need for hope. Now it’s the 
basis for continued belief in rebirth and transfor-
mation.

Johnstown is where steel was made, where 
three floods devastated the metal-making busi-
ness and where the grit of men was forged by the 
mills as much as the steel beams coming from it. 
Residents believe the town will rise again, not to 
its peak, but to a level where growth is possible 
and the economy can support a reasonably sized 
population.

The history is the story of countless towns in 
America — Rust Belt communities that lost the 
mill, and along with it an economy that grew from 
it. It’s a story that brings both pain and pride. 

Johnstown’s Heyday
Johnstown grew from the railroad. It become a 

depot when tracks were constructed through the 
area. Since it was rich in natural resources — coal, 
primarily — it became a natural place to set up 
shop. When the transcontinental railroad race hap-
pened, it was a major producer of rails, as told in 
Howard Muson’s book “The Triumph of the Ameri-
can Spirit,” a historical summary of the community.

In the 1870s, Cambria Works produced more 

steel rails than any of the other rail-making plants 
in the country.

David McCullough described what Johnstown 
was like at the time in his book titled “The John-
stown Flood.”

POST-MILL JOHNSTOWN
Continued on A2

Post-mill Johnstown 
still trying to 
redefine itself

Photo by Cody McDevitt

Photo courtesy the Johnstown Area Heritage Association
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Enter for a Chance 
to Win a Turkey!

See A4 & A5
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“People had the feeling 
they were getting some-
where,” he wrote. “The coun-
try seemed hell-bent for a 
glorious new age, and John-
stown was right up there 
booming along with the 
best of them. “

Bethlehem Steel Co. 
bought Cambria Works in 
1923. The industry took off 
with World War II, when the 
demand for defense materi-
al was at its highest. In 1941, 
the mill employed 15,500 
people and 85 percent of its 
production was defense-re-
lated, according to Randy 
Whittle’s “Johnstown Penn-

sylvania: Part Two.”
The presence of the 

steel mills led to a number 
of other shops — welding, 
furniture makers, bakeries 
and butchers among them 
— being established in the 
community.

Goldstein and Levin pro-
duced military nurse uni-
forms. The Crown Construc-
tion company built, owned 
and operated shopping 
malls. The Miller-Picking 
corporation made air con-
ditioners for a variety of in-
dustries, according to Forbes 
Magazine. Riverside Food 
Markets was a heavy pres-
ence in the grocery store in-
dustry in Johnstown.

One of the businesses 
started during that time was 
Superior Sales Co., a restau-
rant equipment dealership 
launched in 1951. Darryl 
Curry took over the business 
from his aunt in 1977. Cur-
ry, 63, remembers what the 
town was like in its heyday.

“The millworkers and 
miners had money. They 
worked hard and spent 
hard,” Curry said. “They 
would go to the mom-and-
pop grocery store. You used 

to be able to get virtually 
any product you’d want — 
clothes, groceries, jewelry, 
anything. It was a booming 
time in the ‘60s. You’d watch 
the businessmen and secre-
taries walking by.”

The booming economy 
fed many mouths. Richard 
Kopco, 63, can’t think of an 
unemployed father when 
he was growing up in the 
West End of Johnstown.

“All my friends, all their 
fathers had work. They were 
in the mills, or the railroad 
or electric company,” Kop-
co said. “Everyone had a job. 
You didn’t know someone 
whose father wasn’t work-
ing. The neighborhoods 
were bustling. They were 
vibrant. Kids were out all 
the time. As far as business, 
there were all kinds of small 
stores throughout down-
town. It was heavily popu-
lated by shopping places.”

The millworkers nego-
tiated 13 weeks of paid va-
cation, which they usually 
took in the summer. That 
opened the door for college 
kids to earn money to pay 
their tuition. Kopco was one 
of the kids determined to 
get out of the mills by get-
ting an education.

“They were pretty amaz-
ing, an eye-opener,” he said. 
“It showed us what our 
grandparents had gone 

through on a day-to-day ba-
sis. It was hot, a lot of pollut-
ants. I saw what I would call 
somewhat dangerous and 
dirty conditions. It was typ-
ical factory work. There was 
a lot of heat, smoke, fire, that 
sort of thing.”

Steel mills are supposed 
to be replaced or renovated 
every 20 years to stay com-
petitive, according to Rich-
ard Burkert, president of the 
Johnstown Area Heritage 
Association.

“They didn’t need blast 
furnaces anymore. It be-
came a mini-mill,” Burkert 
said. “They had open-hearth 
furnaces that were first here 
in 1901. They were outdated 
in the ‘70s. The cost of pro-
duction was higher than the 
other ones and the foreign 
competition.”

In the 1970s, environ-
mental restrictions on air 
emissions also proved 
cumbersome to the steel 
companies. As a conse-
quence, the steel compa-
nies in Johnstown were at 
a disadvantage to the mills 
popping up overseas, which 
also offered cheaper labor. 
They were also competing 
against more modernized 
mills in America.

The final straw came 
with the flood of 1977 that 
destroyed the basic oxygen 
furnace in the steel mill. 
There was no incentive to 
rebuild or modernize.

“There was devastation 

(after the 1977 flood),” said 
Ken Horoho, whose father 
was a reporter for the Tri-
bune-Democrat in John-
stown. “That was when the 
(mill bosses) said they can’t 
do anything about refur-
bishing. That is when they 
started to shut down.”

With no reason to mod-
ernize, the steel-producing 
capacity in the community 
dwindled until the Beth-
lehem Steel Corporation 
closed the Johnstown plants 
in 1992.

Shadows of Greatness
When a person walks 

through Johnstown now, 
they’ll see a lot of board-
ed stores. The mills are still 
there, empty landmarks 
evoking a nostalgic sense 
for people passing through 

on their way to a family fu-
neral or something else 
bringing them home.

In 1982, when the serious 
cutbacks at the mills hap-
pened, the unemployment 
range hovered between 
17 and 23 percent, accord-
ing to figures compiled by 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Labor and Industry.

Horoho said the loss 
was a surprise when it hap-
pened.

“Nobody saw it com-
ing because life was good,” 
Horoho said. “In I guess 
1973, when I graduated, the 
mills were hopping, but it 
started slowing down. In the 
early ‘80s, that’s when things 
hit the bottom.”

Continued on A8
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Photo courtesy the Johnstown Area Heritage Association

Nobody saw it coming because
 life was good. In I guess 1973, when I 

graduated, the mills were hopping, but 
it started slowing down. In the early ‘80s, 

that’s when things hit the bottom.
–Ken Horoho
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All-You-Can-Eat

Spaghetti Dinner
Sun., Nov. 16th • 11:30 AM - 2:30 pm

Adults $7; Children $4 (12 & under)

Takeout Available
Cover Hill Vol. Fire Co.

985 Remington Drive, Johnstown, PA 15902
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814-244-2375CALL
NOW

WESTWOOD - 3 bedroom ranch all on one
floor, rec room, garage, nice fenced in
yard, appliances furnished clean move in
condition, no pets
650.00/MO + UTILITIES & SECURITY

OAKLAND - 2+ bedroom (2) enclosed sun
porches, nice yard clean move in condition
575.00/MO + UTILITIES & SECURITY
Water included, no pets, Referencing
a must

SINGLE HOMES FOR
RENT JOHNSTOWN AREA

Available
NOW!

ALSO IN

SO-0020171899-02

Wood Pellets
Hard & Soft Coal
Bulk & Bagged Salt
Mulches & Decorative Stones
• Pavers & Retaining Walls

Flagstone • Mushroom Compost
• Straw • Topsoil Railroad Ties

Decorative Boulders
& Wallstone

1789 Stoystown Rd., Friedens
Route 281 By Somerset Co. Airport

445-8825

814•269•9704

WINNER!

GRAND PRIZE COURTESY OF:

LAUREL MEDICAL SOLUTIONS

SERTA™ PRIDE 
LIFT CHAIR
(Specialty Lift Chair)

Color: Pacific Blue
Weight Capacity: 375 lbs.

$1,200.00Value

CONGRATULATIONS!

CAROL
CONCANNON

FROM WESTMONT

“We were blown away with the num-
ber of registrations to win our lift 
chair at the Health & Wellness Expo, 
sponsored by Our Town! Not only 
did it give us the opportunity to pro-
mote our business in the Johnstown 
community, but it also allotted us 
the platform to donate a valuable 
piece of equipment.

We love the Our Town publication 
because it reaches all of the counties 
we have served for the past 28 years! 
It is also community-based informa-
tion, and the wellness of our commu-
nity is something we are passionate 
about at Laurel Medical Solutions, 
as well. I would suggest to any busi-
ness they should consider running a 
promotion in Our Town!”

Karlee Smith
Marketing Representative
Laurel Medical Solutions
Office: 814-472-5591 x1117 
Cell: 814-525-4770

Pictured In chair: Carol Concannon, winner of the lift chair. Left 
to right:    Bill Miller, (Laurel Medical Solutions) Rehab Equip-
ment Technician; John Concannon; Paul Przybocki, (Laurel 
Medical Solutions) Rehab Equipment Technician

Blue Bell’s Walk In and Buy Store NOW OPEN
563 Old Lincoln Highway, Stoystown, PA
Open Saturday & Sunday 12 Noon - 5 pm

EVERYTHING 1/2 OFF & MORE
All new items including Hallmark, Boyd’s Bears, Yankee & Woodwick

Candles, Precious Moments, plus many other items. Featuring
Hallmark gift wrap for $1. Lot of new items this year. Come early for

best selections. Also check out our Yard Sale in the Parking Lot.
Phone 814-893-5974SO-0020173910-02

SO-0020175140-01SO 0020175140 01

Church Mouse Emporium

828 Diamond Boulevard
Corner of Luzerne Street,

Next to Westmont Middle School
HOURS:

Tuesday-Saturday 10 am-5 pm
Sunday & Monday Closed

pp
ECLECTIC & ANTIQUE HOME FURNISHINGS

814-255-4455

Localll, Homemaddde Hollliddday Gift
Itttems, Dinner & Glassware, Extra
SSSeating Items and Hostess Gifts

for Your Holiday Parties!
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330 Short Plank Rd., Berlin, PA
Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 8 am - 7 pm;

Wed. 8 am - 6 pm; Sun. 8 am - 2 pm

814-267-4711
All specials while supplies last!

Sale Dates: November 12-25, 2014 Credit Cards Accepted

CHEESE
ASIAGO....................................................$2.50 LB.
AMERICAN...............................................$3.10 LB.
MOZZARELLA...........................................$3.40 LB.
PROVOLONE.............................................$3.45 LB.
LONGHORN ..............................................$3.49 LB.
SWISS .....................................................$3.49 LB.

GRAND BISCUITS ............................................. 89¢
SAUERKRAUT (2 LB. BAG) ............................. $1.50
POTATOES (10 LB. BAG) ................................ $1.35
BABY DILL PICKLES ............................... $1.00 JAR
HOT CAULIFLOWER ................................ $1.25 JAR
CAT LITTER (20 LB. BAG)............................... $2.50

GROCERY

COUPON

Rob’s Custom Meats

CONEY ISLAND
FOOT LONG FRANKS

PKG.
BBBone-IIIn PPPorkkk

Chops
$2.

00
lb.

Bacon
$2.

85
lb.

Country Ribs
$1.

90
lb.

Chicken Leg
Quarters

85¢
lb.

Cooked
Ham

$2.

75
lb.

In Casings
Sausage

$1.

90
lb.

Loose
Sausage

$1.

85
lb.

T-Bone
Steak

$6.

00
lb.

Beef Roast
$3.

30
lb.

Rib-Eye Steak
$5.

50
lb.

Chopped
Ham

$2.

69
lb.

Honey Ham
$2.

90
lb.

Pork Roast
$1.

95
lb.

Pizza
Pepperoni
$2.

20
lb.

BBBonnneeellleeessssss
Chicken
Breasts

$2.

00
lb.

Deli Turkey
Breast

$1.

90
lb.

Chicken
Nuggets

$1.

35
lb.

Virginia
Baked Ham
$2.

95
lb.

Popcorn
Chicken

$1.

30
lb.

Chicken
Patties

$1.

35
lb.

Chicken
Tenders

$1.

50
lb.

Chicken Wings
$1.

90
lb.

Hamburger
Patties

$2.

85
lb.

Hamburger
$2.

70
lb.

New York Strip
Steak

$5.

99
lb.

Lebanon
Bologna

$3.

90
lb.

Pork Steak
$1.

90
lb.

Stick
Pepperoni
$1.

80
lb.

Corned
Beef Roast
$2.

50
lb.

HHHarddd
Salami

$3.

50
lb.

Sandwich
Pepperoni
$3.

75
lb.

99¢

DEER
PROCESSING

INCLUDES, CUT,
WRAPPED & FROZEN

$40/DEER

410 Theatre Drive • Johnstown, PA
814.269.3660 • www.eyecare2020.net

In Need of Christmas Gifts?
Give the Gift of Sight

ASSOCIATES IN FAMILY EYE CARE
Associates in Family Eyecare has gift certificates
available. Stop in and purchase a second pair of
glasses, we have brand names to choose from:
Michael Kors • Jimmy Choo • Gucci • Disney • Xgames

and so much more.

50% OFF FRAMES TO PATIENTS THAT BRING IN THEIR FAILED INTERNET GLASSES*

SO-0020174473-01

*SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY.
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The devastating effect of 
a dominant industry leaving 
a town has been shared by 
many communities in Amer-
ica, said Chris Briem, regional 
economist at the Center for 
Social And Urban Research at 
the University of Pittsburgh.

“The consequences of 
heavy industry leaving are 
very similar across the coun-
try,” Briem said. “It’s not that 
the industry left. It’s that the 
people left. So much job de-
struction happened, it was 
devastating. A lot of people 
left for work. That is really the 
long-term impact of it.

“What is unique in John-
stown is that the steelmaking 
industry is older than that of 
Pittsburgh. That town grew 
up around that one industry, 
so there was little else they 
could build the city around.”

In addition to losing cus-
tomers who were steel-mill 
workers, other businesses 
have had to compete with 
big box outlets that have hurt 
small businesses nationwide. 
Curry’s business has tried to 
adjust.

“We’re kind of a dinosaur,” 
Curry said. “With the advent 
of general stores, Walmarts 
that sell chemicals and paper 

goods, we’ve tweaked our 
items to things that are mov-
ing. We’ve tried to change 
with the times. We’ve had a 
tremendous decline with the 
exodus of young people and 
life-sustaining jobs. The de-
mographics have changed. 
Sadly, we’re a Rust Belt com-
munity.”

Of the 20,402 residents 
living in the city, 34.3 percent 
live below the poverty line. 
Nearly 20 percent are 65 or 
older, as of a 2013 estimate by 
the U.S. Census Bureau. The 
state average is close to 15 
percent. The average house-
hold income in Johnstown is 
$25,186 to the state average, 
$52,267.

The Conemaugh Health 
System, the state and federal 
government, Cambria Coun-
ty, and Walmart are the larg-
est employers now, accord-
ing to the Greater Johnstown 
Chamber of Commerce.

Politicians and various 
organization members are 
working to diminish pov-
erty and promote business. 
Johnstown Area Regional In-
dustries,which is a nonprofit 
aimed at developing the lo-
cal economy, is one such or-
ganization. 

Linda Thomson, president 
of JARI, acknowledges there 

are pessimists. But she also 
said there is reason for hope.

“We have, as a little com-
munity . . . a spectrum of opin-
ions,” Thomson said. “We’ve 
had hundreds of people 
(who) have moved here and 
love it. We have people who 
have lived here their whole 
loves and are negative. We 
hear a lot of different things.

“We think the people who 
are aware of the good things . 
. . there are a lot of job oppor-
tunities and opportunities to 
be entrepreneurial. The days 
of the mills aren’t coming 
back, but we have diversi-
fied our economy. We have 
a chance for small business 
growth.”

Dreams or Memories?
If you travel a few miles, 

states or countries, and run 
into someone from John-
stown, they’ll probably re-
member the smoky skies, 
sooty windows and city of 
unique character. The sense 
of community is strong for 
the people who left, and 
those who remained.

The pressing issue con-
fronting Johnstown’s busi-
ness community is planning 
its future.

“We are continuing to de-
velop our manufacturing sec-
tor especially to the compa-

nies that want to come back,” 
Thomson said. “We think 
we’re in a good position to 
bring that back. Also, (we can 
be part of ) the supply chain 
for the Marcellus Shale. We’re 
encouraging them to invest 
in this region as well. Then 
we are looking at some high 
tech things in the area as well. 
Those are all key cluster.”

Thomson said there are 
good things to come, includ-
ing foreign investment in this 
area.

“We have sources of ener-
gy that can drive costs down 

for industry,” she said. “We 
have large amounts of in-
dustrial water at reasonable 
rates. We have transportation 
amenities. The best part is we 
have great workers who truly 
enjoy working in their com-
panies. Those are the things 
that make companies want 
to do business here.”

As Johnstown struggles 
to provide its citizens with a 
new industry, people must 
look for answers and not ru-
minate on what was and will 
never be again. Above all else, 
people must look to the fu-

ture as much as they look to 
the past.

“People have more of 
a tendency to have more 
memories than dreams,” 
Horoho said. “You still have to 
have goals. If Johnstown can 
continue to have that spir-
it, and remember the good 
times, but say we can still 
create new memories with 
these new dreams . . . I’m not 
criticizing, but if Johnstown 
could have more of that than 
remembering the good old 
days, that would help out a 
lot.”

Photo courtesy The Tribune-Democrat
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